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The Friends of Coronado State Monument, a 501(c) (3) tax exempt organization was
formed on May 7, 2003. This report summarizes its nine years of existence.

Members of the Friends of Coronado State Monument continued fulfilling their Mission
Statement, “To increase awareness and appreciation of Coronado State Monument.”

BOARD COMPOSITION

The Officers of the Board included James Conder, President; Gary Williams, Vice
President/Programs; Linda Bahm, Secretary; Karen Sciacca, Treasurer. Board
members were Patricia Harris, Corresponding Secretary/ Email Announcements; Marty
Kuehn, Membership; Barbara Williams, Newsletter Editor; Carolyn Gilmore, Manager,
Sun Father’s Gift Shop; Charron McFadden, Publicity.

Membership Chairs: Barron Haley and Carolyn Gilmore, Trip Chairmen; Dick Harris,
Web Master, Geocache Master and Digital Frame Master and Rebecca Hover, PR
assistant.

The following changes occurred later in the year.

Ruth Haley was voted to be Secretary upon the retirement of Linda Bahm October 23,
2012 and Brian Gilmore was voted to be Member-at-Large, July 23, 2012.

Membership Chairs: George Swenson joined as Assistant Program Chair on July 26,
2012.

Open Offices include Community Outreach and Fund Raiser.

The Monument Representative is Scott Smith, Coronado State Monument Manager.

By-Laws

The By-Laws were amended on June 25, 2009
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PROGRAMS

With the New Year 2012, the Board continued in its mission to provide a deeper
appreciation and understanding of archaeology, history, culture and art of the Hispanic,
Anglo and Pueblo cultures through programs, lectures, field trips and workshops for the
Friends’ membership and the general public. The goal of the Friends organization is to
have programs of interest to increase membership and Monument visitation while also
serving as fundraisers. The Friends sponsored the following activities:

Lectures

 Dirk Van Hart Geology of the Sandia Mountains and Some of its
Quirks

 Manuel Lopez Spanish Buffalo Hunters (Los Ciboleros)

 Joann Mazzio Discussing her new book Kuaua: A Prehistoric Pueblo
on the Rio Grande

 Dr. David Stuart Pueblo Peoples on the Pajarito Plateau: Archaeology
and Efficiency

 Catalina Delgado Trunk Dia de los Muertos Customs-Day of the Dead

 Bernadette Fernandez Healing with Herbs and Nature Practice of the
Curanderas

 Barron (Bear) Haley Rock Art New Mexico

Book Signings

 Don Bullis New Mexico: A Bibliographic Dictionary

 Frances Fanning Rhythm Of My Heart

 Pauline Eisenstadt A Woman in Both Houses: My Career in New Mexico
Politics

Tours

 Abo Ruins (Near Abo Nat’l Monument) and Tour of Tenabo Ruins Site (On
private ranch)

 Casimero Ruins (Near Prewitt) and Northwest New Mexico Visitor Center
(Grants)

 Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (Albuquerque) and International Hispanic Cultural
Center and the Torreon (Albuquerque)

 New Mexico Museum of Art and the Capital Art Collection (Santa Fe)

 Tsankawi Ruins (Bandelier Nat’l Monument)

 Gallup, Zuni Pueblo, and Hawikuh ruins (Zuni)
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Workshops

 Yucca Stalk Walking Stick

 Traditional Spanish Colcha Embroidery

Information Booths

 Mayor of Rio Rancho Annual “Sunday is Funday Hoe Down Family Picnic”

 Corrales Harvest Festival

Events

Seventh Annual Fiesta of Cultures, an event that provided demonstrations of
multicultural traditional skills and foods. The number of exhibitors increased from
seven at our first Fiesta to forty and attendance was over 700 visitors.

WORKDAY

Friends members volunteered to participate in the annual Earth Day at Kuaua.

DEMOGRAPHICS OF ATTENDEES

Attendees included representatives of the following targeted demographics: artists and
artisans, Native Americans, children (preschool through high school), college students,
people interested in archaeology, anthropology and history, senior citizens, teachers,
tourists and visitors to the area, and birders.

MEMBERSHIP

The membership has increased to 271 individuals. Renewals continue to be
strong. Membership fees are one of two primary revenue sources. A yearly
Membership Appreciation Pizza Party is given to thank our members for their support.
An auction brought in $205.

FINANCES

The Friends of CSM had a successful year in 2012, raising over $15,746 for Monument
improvements, Monument related activities and to provide funding for activities for
members, the general public and for operation of the gift shop. A detailed account of
income and expenses is available upon request under separate cover.
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GIFT SHOP

The Sun Father’s Gift Shop continues to provide unique items for visitors. It is
experiencing an increase in business due to higher quality merchandise and the spread
of the shop’s reputation. It is run entirely by volunteers. It serves as the second major
revenue source. It does outstanding business during the Balloon Fiesta and the Fiesta
of Cultures, times of high visitation.

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

Again this year the Friends focused on the restoration of the Painted Kiva. The Painted
Kiva at Coronado State Monument had suffered severe water damage over the years.
There were limited funds available for restoration of the world famous murals in the
Kiva. The Friends of the Coronado State Monument took it upon themselves to raise
$10,000 in seed money and then raise the rest of the money through matching grants.
The campaign was launched in January 2011 by sending a letter to the Friends
members discussing the seriousness of the situation. By November, 2011 $4,270.00
had been raised. In 2012 this campaign continued.

Admission fees for non-members attending the Friends’ sponsored programs and
workshops provide a source of revenue directly to the Monument.

BENEFITS TO THE MONUMENT

Monument Physical Enhancements

The Friends have provided the Monument many items that add to the visitation
experience. These donations have greatly enhanced the safety, viewing pleasure,
education, aesthetics, institutional history, and keepsakes of the Monument, protection
for the murals and visitors, and visitor comfort.
The list includes:

 Replaced shrubs in the pots outside the gift shop

 Reprinted 500 copies of the Special Edition of the Newsletter

 Repaired window blinds in the Visitor Center

 Treated the carreta with linseed oil for weathering protection

 Donated gift certificate for the Albuquerque Convention and Visitors Bureau

 Purchased crusher fine gravel and rock for the grounds

 Refinished the Gift Shop outer door



6

Advertising

Advertisements for the Friends and Monument’s events continue to be paid from the
award of the Bernalillo Lodgers Tax for the year.

Payment for the Following Services

 Purchased professional tabletop display unit for Monument outreach

 Donated approximately $805 towards the production of the Christmas at Kuaua
event. This included funding for Native American dancers, a chorus,
refreshment supplies, and Santa’s Workshop materials for this celebration

 Provided room and board for the visit of Connie Silver, preservationist for the
Kiva murals

 Purchased 8 walkie-talkies and batteries for the staff for various functions

 Paid for emergency repair of a pull cord on a cement mixer

 Paid for repairs on the hot water heater

 Paid for weather stripping for the Visitor Center’s back door

 Paid for copier repair

 Paid for drainage strip around the interior of the Kiva

 Financed travel for Dr. Richard Reycraft’s, preservationist, presentation of the
Kiva at the International Terra Conference in Peru

 Provided $7500 in matching funds for restoration of the Kiva murals.

In kind Gifts and Additional Support to the Monument

The Friends continued to assist at Monument activities by setting up, providing funding
for refreshments and attending these various events:

 Lit luminarias at the Christmas at Kuaua event

 Assisted the CSM staff in hosting the American Institute of Conservation
meeting

 Provided support for the CSM Summer Centennial Programs

 Arranged a Hydrologist Study of the Kiva
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COMMUNICATION and OUTREACH

Outstanding and energetic outreach efforts have accomplished the feat of getting the
Monument and Friends’ activities known to the public, institutions, media publications,
and civic organizations.

The Friends successfully applied for and received a grant from the Town of Bernalillo’s
Lodgers Tax Fund which has funded increased publicity for Monument events.

Continue active membership in the Rio Rancho Chamber of Commerce and the Greater
Sandoval County Chamber of Commerce

Continue being members of the Friends of the Rio Rancho Library

Joined the Historical Society of New Mexico

Outreach presentation by the Friends to a Kiwanis meeting and the Westerners group

Publicity has greatly increased in various and sundry publications thus providing more
exposure of the Monument’s Visitor Center, Mural Gallery, the Kiva as well as events
and activities.

A group of Friends volunteers are cataloging artifacts from Kuaua and Santiago Pueblo
at the Maxwell Museum

Assisted in fund raising for a local Native American family who are craftspeople that sell
on the CSM Portal and the Fiesta of Cultures when their house and possessions were
destroyed in a fire

Coronado State Monument is a presence on the World Wide Web as its geocache site
continues to bring in visitors to the Monument.

An informative and attractive quarterly newsletter, published jointly by Coronado State
Monument and the Friends of Coronado State Monument, provides information of the
Monument and Friends activities.

The Friends maintain an email announcement system to notify members of upcoming
Friends programs and Monument activities.

A web page exists at: https://home.comcast.net/~friendsofcsm/

Coronado State Monument visitation was 17,500 in 2012.
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CHALLENGES

The Painted Kiva at Coronado State Monument continues to occupy the Friends’
interest and the drive for more funds for restoration is paramount.

Another challenge to the Monument continues to be the issue of land ownership. The
Monument sits on property leased from the University of New Mexico with no assurance
of permanency - hence the designation of the Monument as a “Most Endangered Site”.

A third ongoing concern is inadequate space for visitor and school education activities
and programs. Because of the design of the present Visitor’s Center, high attendance at
a number of the lectures has necessitated the use of other facilities, such as the
Sandoval County Historical Society to accommodate the large audiences. It is our hope
that in the near future either a temporary building or a larger visitor center will be built to
accommodate an educational center where adults and children may meet in comfort
and safety for programs and workshops.

A fourth priority is to recreate a Monument “Footprint”, as the present adobe walls are
deteriorating.

GOALS

This year a Monument Support Priorities committee was established to designate a
priority of effort and support for Coronado State Monument.

New programs and activities are proposed to continue monthly or bi-monthly. Proceeds
from the fundraisers will go toward the needs of Coronado State Monument.

Assist in supporting the Kiva’s continuing need for restoration.

Support the fledgling education program.

The Friends goal is to continue to support the Monument, provide educational
experiences, increase visitation - and have fun in accomplishing all of the above!
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