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Lesson:  A Mission Church at Jemez Pueblo 
By Sharon Walker 

                          Instructional Coordinator, Coronado Historic Site 

 

 
 

Setting the Stage:   
Document A:  Photograph Reveal – San José de los Jemez Mission 
 ( On PowerPoint only) 
 
As you begin the PowerPoint, the first slide you see is a “photograph 

reveal” of the ruins of San José de los Jemez Mission, located at Jemez 

Historic Site.    

 

The photograph reveal is a strategy intended to teach students to 

closely observe each part of a  photo or painting in order to identify 

important details  in the picture.  Using the PowerPoint  that 

accompanies this lesson, the teacher will ask students to comment on 

details in the photograph, Document A,  as the teacher reveals all four 

quadrants of the photograph by clicking on each section.  

 

As  the red rectangular shapes disappear one by one, a picture of San 

José de los Jemez Mission church at Gíusewa Pueblo is revealed.    The 

first quadrant shows the bottom left hand side of the picture, and 

students may notice the rock construction, that it is an old structure,  

and / or perhaps think of a Native American pueblo.  The second 

quadrant reveals the aisle;  the third, the mountain behind it with trees,   

the sides and top of the mission, and they may  indicate a missing roof.  

The final picture reveals the bell tower.  Ask students what that might 

indicate? 

 

What is missing from this picture?  Discuss as a class and come up with 

a list.  

 

Introduction  to New Material  
Document B:  Jemez Mystery Article  (on PowerPoint only) 
Project the next image for students and engage in a discussion about 

what this image might be.  

 

Discuss the definition  of a primary source,  as compared to a secondary 

source.  Focus on the idea that for something to be a primary source, the 

person who wrote or made it had to BE there at the time, an eyewitness 

to the event, whether it was an event in history or in the present day!  

Can an object be a primary source?   Discuss whether or not the original 

 

Materials 
 Individual student 

copies of 

Documents C, D,  

and E, along with 

accompanying 

handouts  

 PowerPoint 

presentation 

 Individual copies of 

Project Based 

Assessments / 

Rubric 

 

 

Common Core Standards for 
Literacy in History/Social Studies 
6-12: 
 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.4 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.6 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.7 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.9 
 

New Mexico Grade 7 Benchmark 
I-D Skills-Performance Standards 

I-A.4, I-C.1, I-D.1, I-D.2, 2-C.1 

 
Vocabulary: 
Franciscan Mission 
Conversion Pacification 
Resettlement Christianization 
Encomendero Province 
Friary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RH/6-8/9/
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piece in this picture would be a primary source.  Ask students to jot down a list of possible uses for 

this item.   

 

 

 
Whole Class Activity  
Document C:  The Jemez Nation >  Handout 
Introduce the vocabulary in this passage by asking students to circle each term in the text and going 

over the meaning of each term, so that when they reach it in the reading, it will be familiar.   In the 

PowerPoint, the vocabulary terms are highlighted for easy identification.  

 

Focusing on the fact that the writer of this piece was an eyewitness to the events that he talks about,  

ask students to identify the author by referring to the citation below the excerpt on their handout.  

Especially, ask students to take note of the date when the text was written.  

 

Read the passage aloud with the students.  Ask students to complete the seven questions on the 

accompanying handout.  Discuss answers together. 

 

Group Practice 
Document D:  Pueblo Indian Population  > Handout  
Ask students to work with a partner,  using the information in Document B, which comes from 

multiple primary sources, to create a graph depicting  the population of Pueblo people from 1598 to 

1680.  (As you project Slide 8 in Slideshow mode, it will start out as a blank graph, and then as you 

continue to click, each column will appear.)  

 

Students will work together to analyze the graph by answering the four questions to the right of the 

table.  For the last question, they will go back to revisit Document C as well as Document D.  When 

complete, ask students to share their paragraphs.   

 

Discuss students’ conclusions by asking them to go back to Document C to highlight the most 

important supporting details, as determined by the class.  Allow students to revise their paragraphs 

before recopying and turning them in for a grade.  

 

Independent Practice  
Document E:  Fray Alonso de Benavides and the Jemez Nation, AD 1630  > Handout 
Introduce Document E as a secondary source.   It is an article written by a modern historian  about 

Fray Benavides and the Jemez Nation.  It was not written by someone who lived in 1630.  Discuss 

what differences a reader might expect to find between a primary and a secondary source.   

 

Review new vocabulary in this passage by discussing key vocabulary terms and locating them in the 

writing.  Have students complete the crossword puzzle handout to become more familiar with the 

vocabulary words.   

 

Ask students to: 

 

 Read each paragraph carefully, annotating the text, and on the right side of the text, jotting 

down reactions to statements, ideas,  questions, or comments that come from the reading.  

Mark the text itself  by using an exclamation mark for something very important, and a 

question mark to indicate your need to investigate something further.   
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 Does the author agree with Benavides about some points?  Are there contradictions?  Be 

sure to use the space at the right to indicate the author’s point of view, especially if he differs 

from the primary source by Fray Benavides.  

 

In groups, ask students to compare  close reading markings and  annotation, adding new ideas from 

friends to their own notes.  Emphasize the importance of identifying the supporting facts to 

accompany any conclusions that they reach as they read.   

 
Document F:  Primary Source Artifact – Possible San José de los Jemez Mission Bell  
Play the first minute of the video link on Slide 11, Mission Bells of the Southwest, and apologize to 

your class for the pronunciation of San Miguel Mission in Santa Fe! : )   Ask students to list the 

reasons that bells were important in a mission.  Think about how these events would impact your life 

if you lived in this village.  From your reading, and from your knowledge of history, how do you think 

the people of Jemez viewed the mission bells? 

 

This video clip is included because the bell in this video is depicted in Document F (San Miguel bell).  

After watching the video clip, show students Slide 12, and ask them if they agree with the possible 

identification of the mystery artifact as part of the San Jose mission bell.   Did anyone identify it in 

the first picture as part of a bell?   How would you break a metal bell of that size?  Why would anyone 

want to do so?  What would that tell us as historians? 

 
Project Based Assessment Opportunities 
For the summative assessment, students will answer the essential question:  

 

How did the mission system, under the supervision of the Franciscans, 

impact the people of Jemez Pueblo? 
 

Project choices include:   

Assessment A: Create an artistic project  

Assessment B: Write an historical fiction account of one day in this mission 

Assessment C:  Research and write an essay which answers the question.   

 

For each assessment choice, print and pass out the attached project guide and grading rubric.   

 

It is important that students use the assessment rubric as a guide for what needs to be included.  

Emphasize when making the assignment that not just any piece of art or any story can get an 

Exemplary grade.  Pass out the rubric when the assignment is made, and discuss what must be 

included in each option.  Encourage students to continually refer to it as they work on their project, 

and allow them to work together and help one another as they complete their work.  As it is a 

summative assessment, each student should create their own final project.   
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