
Setting the Stage: 
Document A 



Primary Source  -  Document A: 
San José de los Jemez Mission 



A Mission Church  
at Jemez Pueblo 

A Standards-Based Lesson 

Common Core Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies 6-12: 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.1, 2, 4, 6, 7. 8, 9 

 

New Mexico Grade 7 Benchmark I-D Skills-Performance Standards 

I-A.4, I-C.1, I-D.1, I-D.2, 2-C.1 

 
 
  



Essential Question 
How did the mission system, under the 

supervision of the Franciscans, impact the 
people of Jemez Pueblo? 



Document B: 

Jemez Mystery 
Artifact:   

 
What do you 

think it is? 
 

 
 
 
 Photo Courtesy  

of Matt Barbour  



Primary Source  -  Document C:   

The Jémez Nation 
  
 Crossing the river and going on seven leagues, you come to the Jémez 
Nation.  These people had been scattered all about this kingdom when I arrived as 
custodian, and their lands were nearly deserted due to hunger and war.  These two 
plagues were finishing them off.  Then I began to settle them, with tremendous effort,  
in a place where some had already been baptized and had their churches, which were 
tended by several priests.  I got them all together in the same province. 
 I put a cleric in charge who supported all these efforts very attentively.  We 
gathered this tribe into two pueblos – namely, San José, which was still standing, with 
a breathtaking, sumptuous, and distinguished church and friary, and San Diego de la 
Congregación, which for our purposes we founded anew, taking to it the  Indians who 
once had been part of that nation but had gone astray.  We gave them houses already 
built, along with food and sustenance for several days and plowed fields for their seed 
plots. 
 For these expenditures, and other similar acts of kindness, we priests would 
give up even the woolen sackcloth that Your Majesty contributes for our hassocks.  
And so, today that congregation constitutes one of the best towns in the Indies, with 
its church, friary, and schools teaching all the trades that may be found elsewhere.  
And although over half of this nation has died, Your Majesty may still count here on 
more than three thousand newly assembled taxpayers. 
     Fray  Alonso de Benavides 
 



Primary Source  -  Document D:  

Pueblo Indian Population 
 

 

YEAR 

  

Population of 

PUEBLO 

INDIANS 

In New Mexico 

  

1598 80,000 

1620 17,000 

1624 20,181 

1626 34,650 

1630 60,000 

1638 40,000 

1680 40,000 
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Secondary Source - Document E:   

Fray Alonso de Benavides and the 
Jemez Nation, AD 1630  

 
Fray Benavides stressed that warfare and 
disease had taken a great toll on all the Jemez, 
more than other local Native American groups.  
By his own admission, “over half of this nation 
has died.” 
 

Is this statement supported by evidence in  
primary source materials?  Which ones? 



Secondary Source - Document E:   

Fray Alonso de Benavides and the 
Jemez Nation, AD 1630  

  Benavides’s view of New Mexico and of the Jemez 
Nation was one of promise. He saw his Christianization 
efforts as having been incredibly successful. Many missions 
were established during his time as Custodian of the 
Franciscan Order in New Mexico. . . 

 Benavides glosses over the impacts of 
Christianization, pacification, and resettlement at missions, 
the encomendero or tribute system pushed by the Spanish 
in Santa Fe, and the use of Native Americans as forced labor 
in the mines. These policies eventually incited the Jemez 
and others into a large-scale revolt on August 10, 1680.  

 

 



Mission Bells In New Spain 
(Click the bell to view the video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0 ) 

 
View from beginning  to 1:00 -  San Miguel Mission in Santa Fe, New Mexico)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyoxKN-h9D0


 Primary Source - Document F  

Jemez Mystery Artifact  
Compared to San Miguel Mission Bell 



  Assessment Choices 

  Assessment Choice A:    

Be   Be Artistic! 

 

Assessment Choice B:   

Write a Story or a Play! 

 

  Assessment Choice C:   

  Write an Essay! 



Check Out The Rubric! 

Remember that every project, 
no matter how wonderful it is, 
must include the items on the 
rubric! 

Check the rubric carefully to 
make sure you included 
everything you need to get 
that Exemplary rating! 

 


