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Slide 1 Introduction to the Indios Amigos: Without an explanation, ask students to list or 
comment on things they notice about these figures.  Students will often notice that they 
seem like warriors, point out the weapons and what they are wearing.  Ask if anyone 
recognizes these figures as important participants in New Mexico history.  Ask if this is a 
primary or a secondary source. 
 

Slide 3 Textbook Account:  Read the passage aloud.  If your classroom has a different text, find 
the references to the Coronado Expedition and compare.   
 

Slide 4 Video Clip:  This is a short video clip to promote interest in the unknown group of people 
who accompanied the Coronado Entrada.  If you are using the PDF version of this lesson,  
access the video clip under the lesson plan,  Coronado Had Help:  The Indios Amigos,  at 
https://kuaua.com/lesson-plans/  . 
 

Slide 5 Essential Question Ask students to write in journals or notebooks the answer to the 
essential question.  Why would a group of people be essentially left out of historical 
accounts, even in modern textbooks?   
 

Slide 6 Primary Source: This primary source is the Codex Mendoza.  It is a 71 page codex 
commissioned by the Viceroy, Antonio de Mendoza, in around 1541 to send back to Charles 
V, King of Spain and the Holy Roman Emperor, to provide information about the Aztec 
empire.  It was created by Nahuatl speaking (Aztec) painters who lived in the Mexico City 
valley.  It told the history of the Aztec rulers from the founding of Tenochtitlan to the 
conquest of the Spanish.  It gave detailed information about the tribute that the Aztecs 
demanded from conquered neighbors  and information about the daily life of the Aztec 
people.   
 

Slide 7 What is a Primary Source:  Sometimes it can be confusing to determine whether 
something is a primary or a secondary source – for example, in the case of a secondary 
account of an event, such as the Boston Massacre, in a newspaper from that time.  Return to 
the idea of a lens that the writer must be looking through – did they witness the event that 
they are talking about? 
 

Slide 8 Secondary Source: These writers did not witness this event.  They researched the 
information, came up with a thesis, and analyzed the information.  Textbooks and most 
non-fiction text (except autobiographies!) are secondary sources because the authors did 
not witness the event they are writing about.  An exception might be a sidebar in a 
textbook in which the authors included a primary source quote or piece of art.  In this case, 
the source should be cited.  
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Slide 9 
 

Why is This a Secondary Source?  Refer to Document 4.  Allow students to work together 
to analyze whether each item is a primary or a secondary source, and then discuss as a 
class.   

Slide 10 Reading Annotations:  If your students are not accustomed to using annotations, this is a 
good opportunity to teach them to mark text in an article as they read.  This could be 
individually, or as partners, but looking at the annotations on a document camera would be 
a good way to model this strategy. 

Slide 11 Create an Art Gallery:  Each group will use one paragraph from the Group Readings 
handout  (Document 6) to practice summarizing and illustrating their part of the article in 
order to find the main idea of each paragraph.  Post their work to create an art gallery, with 
short phrases that accompany each illustration.  Ask each group to present their own 
poster by reading their summary and showing the class what they drew, and why.  

Slide 12 Primary Source:  Project this picture to examine in color the same picture as students 
have on Document 7.  Pass out their papers and either have them work independently or 
together to answer the questions.  Discuss what is going on in this picture.  Why would the 
Viceroy have Native American painters portray him, in battle,  in the Mendoza Codex?  
Discuss the audience of the Codex  (King Charles V of Spain)  and what the King’s reaction 
to this picture might be. 

Slide 13 Socratic Seminar: If your students have not done a Socratic seminar before, this is an amazing 

AVID strategy that is guaranteed to engage your class and can be used as a summative assessment.  

In this case, students will discuss answers to two questions, using their texts and previous 

information that has been presented to answer the questions.  Some of the answers should develop 

from information that emerges as they talk.  Decide on guidelines for your seminar and go over 

them with your students before you begin the session.  Suggested ideas can be found online if you 

do a Google search for Socratic Seminar guidelines.   

Slide 14 Assessment- Answering the Essential Question:  After the Socratic seminar, students can 

use notes, completed worksheets, posters on the wall,  copies of articles, research,  and their own 

knowledge  to answer the essential question:  Why have the contributions of the Indios 

Amigos to the Coronado expedition been largely ignored  by history?  Stress that their 

answer must be an essay with a thesis, multiple paragraphs, and a conclusion.  Each point should be 

supported by facts and details from the reading.  They should be able to cite from sources that were 

discussed and which are available in the printed materials.   Review the grading rubric, 

Document 8, with students before they begin the assignment. 

 
 


