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Lesson Plan 
Coronado Had Help --  The Indios Amigos 
 

A Common Core Lesson Based on New Mexico History Standards 
By Sharon Walker 

 
  

Setting the Stage Activity 
In Document 1 (PowerPoint or PDF 

presentation) , project Slide 1, a picture 

of four Aztec warriors.  Without 

explanation, ask students to list  things 

they notice about these figures.  

Students will often notice that they 

seem like warriors, point out the 

weapons they hold, or indicate  what 

they are wearing.  Ask if anyone 

recognizes these figures as important 

participants in New Mexico history.  

Ask if this is a primary or a secondary 

source. 

 

 

Essential Question:  
Why have the contributions of the Indios Amigos to the 
Coronado expedition been largely ignored  by history? 
With the class, view  the quote from a New Mexico history textbook on 

Slide 3, before watching the video clip on Slide 4.  Discuss the 

differences between the two accounts.  In notebooks or journals, ask 

students to write a possible answer to the essential question on Slide 5.  

Assure students that at the end of the lesson, the class will return to this 

question, and that at this point there is no such thing as a wrong answer.    

 
Primary v Secondary Sources  
Use slides 6-9 to review the differences between primary and secondary 

sources.  Use Document 4 as a group exercise to check student 

understanding  before moving on, reviewing / reteaching as needed. 

 

Introduction to New Material:  Vocabulary  - Group Practice 
Pass out copies of Document 3, the crossword puzzle, and allow 

students to work in partners to solve the puzzle.  Help students with this 

new, unfamiliar vocabulary  by providing them with the definition page 

that is part of Document 4.   

 

After completing the crossword  and discussing the vocabulary, look at 

the primary source pictures  (Slides 1 and 5) to see what a tepoztopilli 

and a macuahuitl look like.  See if you can identify the atlatl and the  

macuahuitl in the video clip.      

 

Materials 
Doc 1: PowerPoint ( or PDF of same) 
Doc 2: Teacher Notes -PowerPoint 
Doc 3 : Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle 
Doc 4 : Student Worksheet – Primary 
v Secondary Sources 
Doc 5 : Article (Secondary Source) 
Doc 6 – Group Readings 
Doc 7 –Primary Source Investigation 
Doc 8  -  Assessment Rubric 

 

Common Core Standards for 
Literacy in History/Social Studies 
6-12:  
Key Ideas and Details: 1, 2 

Craft and Structure: 4, 6 

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas: 

7, 9 

 

New Mexico Grade 7 Benchmark  
Skills-Performance Standards 
1-A.1b, 4;  1-C.1; 1-D.1,2 

 
 

Vocabulary: 
Atlatl   
Codex 
Conquistador 
Depopulate 
Helm 
Hierarchy 
Ichcahuipilli  
Indigenous  
Indios Amigos 
Macuahuitl 
Porter 
Primary Source 
Secondary Source 
Standard 
Tepoztopilli 
Tiguex 
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Independent Practice:  Close Reading 
After students are familiar with new vocabulary, assign the article (Document 5) as a close reading 

assignment.  Students should annotate  the text as they read the article.  Annotations can be done 

together or with partners.   

 

Group Practice:  Create an Art Gallery 
Students will work with a partner or in groups of three.  Use Document 6 to provide each group with 

a section of the reading: 

 Laminate the page before cutting the paragraphs apart into thirteen separate readings.   
 Pass them out to students, with the instructions that with their partner, the group is 

responsible for summarizing the information in their section into  no more than ten words. 
 On a sheet of poster paper, they should write the number of their document and their ten 

word (or fewer) summary at the top of the page.  Under it, they should illustrate their 

paragraph in some way, using color and their best efforts at art. 
 In order, have students post their work around the room.  Ask the class to follow the posters 

around, and each group will read their summary and explain their illustration. 
 
Individual Practice:  Analyze a Primary Source 
Projecting Slide 12, ask students to analyze this primary source.  Students can work together or 

independently to answer the questions on the worksheet.  Discuss what is going on in this picture.  

Why would the Viceroy have Native American painters portray him, in battle,  in the Mendoza Codex?  

Discuss the audience of the Codex  (King Charles V of Spain)  and what the King’s reaction to this 

picture might be. 

 
Whole Group Discussion 
Set your classroom up for a Socratic seminar.  Ask students to gather around a  table or in a circle, 

and conduct a discussion about the article, video, and pictures that were examined.  Use these 

questions as a guide for discussion, although students could create discussion questions as well.  

Remind students that as they answer a question or make a point, they are required to support their 

position with evidence.  Students should keep notes on important points and evidence used in the 

discussion in order to answer the essential question. 

 
 1. According to the primary source and secondary source information that you examined, 

identify the role of the Indios Amigos with the Coronado expedition.   

 2. If the Indios Amigos provided the Spanish of the Coronado expedition with military support, 

why have historians not given them credit for their part in the conquest of New Mexico?   

 3. If historians use primary source documents, they will not find much about the Indios Amigos.  

Why would the Spanish Viceroy and Captain General leave out this information when 

reporting to their superiors in Spain?   

 4. The Codex are paintings by the Aztec artists of the time, with written narrative added by the 

Spanish.  Would these be considered primary sources which tell an accurate story from the 

Aztec point of view?  What do you think an historian have to do in order to get an accurate 

primary source from the Mesoamerican Indians? 
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Assessment:  Answering the Essential Question 
After the Socratic seminar, students can use their notes, completed worksheets, posters on the 

wall,  and  copies of articles to answer the essential question:  Why have the contributions of the 
Indios Amigos to the Coronado expedition been largely ignored  by history?  Stress that their 

answer must be a complete paragraph with supporting details.  They should be able to cite from 

sources that were discussed and which are available in the printed materials.   Review the grading 

rubric with them before beginning the writing. 

 
Enrichment 
Ask students to do online research to locate pictures from the 

Aztec codex.  Use pictures and writing about the codex to 

present information about Aztec life to members of the class.  Ask 

students to identify sources and classify them as either primary 

or secondary sources.  
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